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The DCR Neponset River Reservation provides a 
scenic greenway along the river corridor, dotted 
with public open space, playgrounds, ball fields 
and recreational areas stretching from Quincy and 
Dorchester to Milton and Hyde Park.

Originating from the Neponset Reservoir near the 
Patriot’s stadium in Foxborough, the Neponset River 
meanders 29 miles before emptying into Boston Harbor. 
In pre-colonial times the river provided a life-sustaining 
harvest of migratory fish for the Massachusetts tribe 
of the Algonquin nation. The flow of water through 
the Neponset River, which drops 265 feet in elevation 
along its course, also provided the engine for much of 
the industrialization to follow. In 1634 Israel Stoughton 
operated one of the country’s first water powered grist 
mills on the Lower Neponset. Successive generations of 
Americans settled along the river and utilized the water 
resources for industry, transportation, irrigation, food, 
drinking water and recreation. Today the DCR works to 
protect the riverway, preserving sensitive wildlife habitat, 
restoring damaged areas and providing access along the 
river for public use and enjoyment.

Take a walk. Ride a bike. Paddle a canoe. Discover the 
Neponset River Reservation today.
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Great Blue Hill 
- 635 feet -

-40 feet deep-

- 120 square miles -

Neponset River
- 29 miles long -

Neponset Reservoir  - 265 feet -
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*Areas of Critical Environmental Concern are managed by DCR for their significant natural and cultural resources. Learn more
  at www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec.  NOTE: this is not a survey plan; locations are not authoritative.  dn2011-11

Neponset River Greenway Map Key

Explore the
NEPONSET RIVER 
RESERVATION


